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Cheshire East Council
18th January 2016
Dear Ms. Natalie Wise-Ford,
KING’S SCHOOL PAVILION PLANNING APPLICATION, REF. 15/4286M
Prestbury Parish Council considered the full planning application by King’s School (ref.
15/4286M) at its January meeting and voted by a majority to object to it.
The new school campus that is proposed would be entirely within Prestbury Parish and
entirely on Green Belt land that adjoins an Area of Special County Value. The reasons for
our objection are as follows:
 It is not apparent that sufficient effort was put into finding alternative (more
sustainable) sites that satisfied the school’s desire to have one campus
 The application is in contravention of the five Green Belt purposes. The school has
explained its business case to us but the majority of Councillors were not
convinced that this constituted special or exceptional circumstances
 Not only is this site Green Belt, but – according to the Green Belt Review carried
out by Arup consultants for Cheshire East Council as part of the Local Plan process
– it makes a ‘major contribution’ to Green Belt purposes (ref document PSE034A,
Green Belt Assessment Update Further Annex Parcels, on the examination website)
 The land is all good quality farm land, ie. ‘best and most versatile’
 The development would result in the loss of mature trees and hedgerows
 A significant proportion of the land would become hard surfacing either for
buildings or internal roads, parking, assembly areas, hard surface playing areas or
paved footpaths and this would be immediately above the Bollin Valley flood plain
 Whilst the King’s School has proposed improvements to the Four Lane Ends
junction, these appear insufficient in view of the present traffic issues around the
Four Lane Ends junction. Several Councillors (and many members of the public)
have expressed concern that these and traffic issues elsewhere would be
exacerbated, despite the traffic assessment and the travel plan. Particular concern
was expressed about the junction of New Road and Butley Lanes where it is
proposed there would be a pick-up and drop-off point for a mini bus. (That said, the
school has recognised it has more work to do on its travel plan and has offered to
work with us if the plan is approved)
 The application is in contravention of the following Macclesfield Local Plan
policies: GC1, GC3, GTC4 and GC13 and PRE 07, 08, 09 and 10.
Kindly note our objection and bring it to the attention of the Strategic Planning Board.
Thank you.
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