MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PRESTBURY PARISH COUNCIL
AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, PRESTBURY ON 12TH MARCH 2013 AT 7.30PM

Present:

Councillors: A Dicken (Chairman), L Burns, J Davies, Y Dodd, D Foden, D Hawkins,
M Ireland, T Jackson, K Miles.

Apologies for Absence
Councillors Leather, Stott, Turner, Borough Cllr Findlow.

Item

Action

154

Cllr Karen Miles was welcomed onto the Parish Council

155

Minutes of the meeting held on 12th February
Cllr Davies proposed that the minutes of the 12th February be approved
Cllr Hawkins seconded the proposal
Cllr T Jackson abstained as absent at that meeting
All in favour
Resolved: That the minutes of the 12th February should be approved as an accurate record and
signed by the Chairman

156

Declarations of Interest
None

157

Public Participation
None

158

Clerks Report
The Clerks report was noted.
Cllr J Jackson had written and resigned from the Parish Council after 35 years as a councillor. His
contribution to the council and the village has been very much appreciated. He personally took
responsibility for maintenance matters and he will be enormously missed. The Chairman agreed to
write a letter of thanks for all his hard work from the Council.

159

Accounts for Payment
APPENDIX A
Cllr Davies proposed that the accounts for March should be sanctioned for payment
Cllr Foden seconded the proposal
All were in favour
Resolved: That the Accounts for March should be sanctioned for payment.

160

Planning reports for 20th February
The Planning reports were noted

161

Reports

AD

APPENDIX B

i. Maintenance and Safety
Cllr Foden reported that the Climbing Frame had suffered in the bad weather. There was a discussion
concerning replacement equipment and fund raising. Cllrs Foden and Miles agreed to explore fund DF &
raising for new equipment
KM
ii. Public Realm, Road and Pavement Maintenance and Road Safety
Thanks were expressed to CEC for the re-surfacing and the efficient manner the village it had been
completed but could they remove the portable toilet from the car park.
Cllr Ireland reported that the Councils assets were being looked at and the bench on Castle Hill had GR
become dangerous and needed removing. It was agreed that the bench would be removed and Cllr
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Ireland agreed to arrange for this.
Cllr Davies reported that a couple of businesses had enquired about whether they could claim
compensation for the loss of trade during the road re-surfacing and it had been discovered that the only MI
thing they could do was apply for a reduction of their business rates.
iii. Police Report
Cllr Hawkins reported that CEC would give a quote for the cost of erecting five posts for the SID
(Speed Indicator Device) and he would produce this at the April meeting.
Cllr T Jackson suggested that the Lorrywatch scheme be reinstated and there was a discussion about
this and it was agreed that this topic would be mentioned at the Annual Parish Meeting to ascertain
whether there was any volunteers. Cllr Burns added that the Trading Standards Unit needed to agree to
work with a local community before this scheme could commence. Without their support it would be
pointless.
Cllr Dicken reported that Richard Fine had offered to help with the SID when it was up and running.
He also reported that we would no longer receive crime reports from Homewatch and we would need to
find information direct from the Police website.
iv. Environment Issues
Nothing to report.
v. Footpaths
Thanks were recorded to the Golf Club for agreeing to pick up and install the new Kissing Gate on the
footpath around the Golf Club and the Chairman agreed to write to the Golf Club thanking them.
vi. Newsletter
The Clerk reported that we had received a quote from a delivery firm which was cheaper than going
with ‘The Rock’ and they would also do the printing cheaper than at the moment and it was agreed that
we would use this firm for printing and delivery.
AD
162

To receive reports concerning Cheshire East Council (CEC) issues including the Local Enterprise
Partnership, The Local Area Partnership (LAP), Local Service Delivery and Devolved Services
Cllr Burns produced information concerning the Strategic Council plans.
She also expressed concerns about the Local Plan and the amount of housing and the amount of green
belt that will be taken. She had attended a ChALC meeting where David Brown, CEC was speaking
and he had said that an independent assessor had seen the Local Plan for Cheshire East and had said
that there was not enough housing and higher housing figures were needed, particularly in the
Macclesfield area.
Cllr Ireland requested that we write to Paul Findlow to ask what stage the Local Plan was up to and
what was the process for the amended plans and Cllr Burns agreed to write to Borough Cllr Findlow
LB

163

To receive updates on the implementation of the Plan for Prestbury
Nothing to report

164

To receive an update on the progress with the transfer of the Toilet Block
Cllr Ireland reported that there were issues with the Utility Services on the land and he had managed to
obtain maps of the Utilities on the site and he had also managed to obtain a copy of the Wayleave for
the communications box and the contract was disastrous and unacceptable. The box could only be
moved at the expense of the Council. Following discussion it was agreed that we would go back to
CEC saying we would only accept the transfer on the condition that they took responsibility for the box
and if it ever needed moving they would cover the cost and also the legal costs be paid by CEC.
MI &
GR
To discuss the Tennis Club and our responsibilities
Cllr Burns reported that she had viewed the four trees that were causing problems for the Tennis Club
as they were very close to their building. She thought that the second tree was not causing any problem
but tree one and three were and they would not need replacing as they were very close together
anyhow.
Cllr Foden and Jackson agreed to go and have another look at the trees
DF & TJ

165

166

To discuss methods of communication
The Clerk reported that Cllr Turner had obtained a quote for a new website which PDF’s could be
downloaded onto and it was agreed that Cllr Hawkins would have a look at the proposed website and
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with his approval we would go ahead and use that company

DH

167

To discuss arrangements for the Civic Service
Civic Sunday would be held on the 9th June and it was agreed that a buffet would be held in the Village
Hall again following the Civic Service. Cllr Hawkins agreed to speak to the Church office concerning
the invitation process this year.
DH

168

To discuss the Xmas Lights for 2013
Cllr Ireland reported he and Cllr Leather had arranged meetings to obtain quotes for the erection and
dismantling of the lights. The Clerk agreed to send another letter to Mike Brammer concerning his GR
qualifications. Following obtaining quotes the council could look at obtaining more lights.

169

To discuss the infrastructure ownership within the village
Cllr Davies reported about the light at Netherfold was not working and she was unaware that the Parish
Council owned that light. The Clerk had circulated the Asset Register so everybody could be aware of
the Parish Council assets.

170

To note correspondence and decide which items to take action upon
A letter had been received from Mr Geoff Ward about the danger to pedestrians on Heybridge Lane but
following discussion the council did sympathise but it would require donations of people’s gardens to
make pavements. The Clerk agreed to write to Mr Ward.
GR
It was noted that Chris Newsome had planted the new hedgerows and it was agreed that this would be
supported next year along with the planting of daffodil bulbs this year. It was also agreed that a letter
of thanks would be sent to him.
DH

Chairman
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